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A SENTENCE COMMUTED

CENSURED CLOSE OF SCHLEY CASE.MILES

Secretary Long Decides all Contro-

verted Points in Favor of
Admiral Sampson.

By the Secretary of War for Hav-

ing Expressed an Opinion

in tie Schley Case.
He Approves the Finding- of Farts

JOHN BROWN PAPERS i

BATCH OF LETTERS FOUND IN VJR-GM- E

STATE LIBRARY.

Their Value Xot Yet Determined
They Consist of Letter to Drown
from People In All Sections of the
Country- - and from Ills Co-Prison- ers

to Their Friends The First Xever
Received by Droirn Xor the Latter
Mailed to the Parties Addressed.

Richmond, Va., December 21. The
Richmond papers will, tomorrow, print
what are known as recently discovered
"John Crown papers," which were
found in a lot of rubbish in the state
library. It cannot be said that they
throw any additional light on the John
Brown raid into Virginia, which re-

sulted in his arrest and execution.
There is not a scratch of John Brown's
pen among them. They are of two
classes, viz:

Letters from people to Brown and his
rellow-prisone- rs and letters from the
prisoners to persons throughout the
country. The prisoners never, It is sup-
posed, saw the letters sent to them,
and the letters written were never mail-
ed.

Those to Brown and his associates are
for the most part signed with initials
only, and no prominent persons can be
Identified with them. They are largely
from correspondents in New England,
Ohio and Indiana.

Two letters to Brown from his sister
Elizabeth are both poetic and pathetic,
and it is evident she harl no conception
of the fate that was in store for him.

From marks on all the letters it Is

shown that they were inspected by Mr.
Andrew Hunter, of the prosecution, or
Governor Wise.

What value there is in the letters to
the prisoners, if any, lies in their show-
ing the widespread sympathy through
the north with John Brown's desperate
venture.

The letters from the prisoners tell
nothing.

Search is now being made for a carpe-

t-bag of Brown's, said to be hidden
in the roof of the capitol building and
to contain his diary and some of his
documents. Many, however, doubt the
existence of such a historical "treasure
trove".

Several letters in the upturned batch,
and written from the north, express
pleasure that Brown had been captured.
It is not at all certain that some of the
letters have not been published before.

. few cases the letters to Brown
a ad his band are written in red ink.
ni'MOHED ASSAULT ON ROOSEVELT.

Story Denied by the President and
Those Who Witnessed the Occur-
rence.
Washington, December 21. Both at

the White house and at the British
embassy an emphatic denial is made of
the published story of an assault al-
leged to have been made upon the pres-
ident Thursday afternoon. The presi-
dent himself declares the story, is not
true and authorizes the denial of it.
Lord Pauncefote, the British ambassa-
dor, who is said to have been a witness

f the assault, emphatically-denie- s the
statement.

The story of,the assault grew out of
the fact that an intoxicated man was
lurching along Massachusetts avenue
Thursday afternoon as the president
was taking his daily walk and that the
man brushed against the president. A
stcret service officer arrested the man.
Lut it is understood he was soon after-vard- s

released.
A sensational story that the president

had been struck in the presence of Lord
Pauncefote, was printed in New Yorktoday.

ANOTHER BOILER EXPLOSION.
Froxen Pipes Cause a Disaster-Sev- en

Men Dadly Scalded.
Pittsburg, December 21. For the

third time within seventy-tw- o hours
Pittsburg steel workers have been kill-
ed or maimed by terrific explosion.

Following on the heels of the awful
disasters at the Soho furnace of Jones
& Laughlins on Thursday and at the
Black Diamond steel works yesterday,
the city was shocked this morning by
the report of another explosion at ks

west-en- d plant of the Cru-
cible Steel Company of America, in
which seven men were scalded, one
badly cut and twenty or thirty otherslightly burned

At 6:55 o'clock two of the battery of
five boilers used to operate the sheet
mill exploded with terrific force. Scald-In- g

water played havoc among theworkmen, who had Just started in for
Ibe day, while pieces of the boilers
caused great destruction to the mil)
property. ,Of the seven men scalded,
two, it is said, cannot recover.

The cause of the explosion was frozen
pipes which supplied two boilers of the
five with water. This freeze cam
sometime early this morning.

connection with the publication this
moraine of the final chapters of the
Schley case, so far as it has figured be-
fore the navy department. Is taken a
an indication of the president's purpose
to clear the official records of all pend-
ing issues in that matter.

Secretary Hoot's publication of the
Maclay letter Is explained by the fact
that he left the White house some time
after Secrtary Long had been there and
thus was. in position to carry out the
president's latest wish in the matter.

CHANGED FROM A YEAR'S IMPRISON-

MENT TO $300 FINE.

The Governor Shows This Clemener
to John D. Price, of New Dern Pe-

culiar Circumstances in this Case-Warr-ants

for Pensions to be ' Re-
turned to the Auditor, Where the
Pensioners Die Before Delivery of
the Warrants.

(Special to the Messenger.)
Raleigh, N. C. December 21. The

governor commuted the sentence of
John B. Price, of Beaufort county,
from a year in the penitentiary to $300
fine. Price was convicted at Newbern
and given a year's sentence, but Judge
Bryan, said if he paid $300 he would re-

mit the other sentence. Price went
home after the money, but when he re-

turned with it the term of court had
ended and the judge could not alter the
sentence, so he recommended to the
governor to act. There were some sharp
protests against any clemency to Price,
but many prominent persons signjed the
petition for him.

State Auditor Dixon today sent the
following important letter to all regis-
ters of deeds:

"Owing to very great demand for pen-
sions this year, the pension board de-
cided that where a pensioner dies be-

fore his warrant reaches him the war-
rant must be returned to this office for
cancellation in order that new warrants
may be issued to other soldiers equall
as deserving. If any of your pension
ers have died, return the warrants to
this office at once. Hitherto the pen-
sion board has been willing to give to
the representatives of the persons who
die, warants in order to pay burial ex-
penses, but, owing to the extreme pres-
sure on the board this year, it makes
the above ruling."

SECRETARY GAGE'S SUCCESSSOR.

Governor Crane, of Massachusetts,
Said to he the President' Choice.

Washington. December 21. While no
official confirmation can be obtained at
m. White house, it is believed that
President Roosevelt has offered the
treasury portfolio to Governor Crane, of
Massachusetts and the latter now has
Lb idea under advisement. One of the
difficulties in the way of Governor
Crane's acceptance is understood to be
r.is connection with the paper company
ct Dalton. Mass.. which furnishes the
paper for trovernment notes. This paper
s prepared by a secret process and the
government':: contract with the Dal
ton Company is a large one. Should
(Governor Crane accept the treasury
portfolio it Is considered probable that
he. would dispose of his interest In the
paper company.

Boston. December 21. A close friend
f Governor W. Murrav Crane, today

confirmed the report from Washington
published today, stating that the gover-
nor had been offered the treasury port-loli- o

bv President Roosevelt and said
hat the governor had asked for time

until next Monday before deciding
whether or not he would accept--

telephone message from Dalton
Governor Crane's home, received here
todav. savs that Governor Crane Is con
sidering the question with great thor
oughness and is inclined to accept the
nosition. Familv and personal consid-
eration cause the governor's hesitation.

CAPTAIN COOK DANGEROUSLY ILL.

At the Naval Hospital In Washington
His Sons Summoned.

. Washinogton, December 21. Word
vas received at the bureau of naviga
tion today that Captain Francis A.
Cook, was lying dangerously ill at the
naval hospital in this city. His condl
tion was considered so critical that the
department was asked to order H. E
Cook, who is now aboard the battle
ship Illinois, at New Orleans, to come
to Washington immediately. Another
of Captain Cook's sons passed assistant
surgeon Frank C. Cook, is now at the
naval hospital in this city in attendance
upon his father.

Captain Cook's ailment is an affection
t.t the heart. He has been in the hos
pltal for several weeks past, first at the
Norfolk navy yard and, later. in. the
hospital In this city.

At the naval hospital late tonight it
was stated that Captain Cook's condl
tion was much improved.

A FATAL FAMILY FEUD.

End in a Battle in Which Two Are
Killed and Others Wounded.

Sanderson. Fla., December 21. A ter
rific battle occupied at 6:30 o'clock to
night at Lee's tie camp, five miles from
here between the Hogan and the Dor
man families, all of whom are well
known in this section- - A feud has ex
isted between the two families for a
long time, and on former occasions a
fight was almost precipitated. In the
battle tonight the firing was intense for
a few minutes.

The dead are Joshua Hogan and Wil-
lie Dorxnan. The wounded are Andrew
lain and Thad Dorman, who is said

tc be fatally wounded. Lewis Hogan is
tysteriously missing and though his
mends are looking for him he has not
yet been found.

COLLEGIATE ATHLETICS.
Meeting of the Inter-ColIe?i-ate As-

sociation at Chapel Hill.
CSpecal to ithe Messenger.)

Chapel III1L N. C. December 2L The
annual conventoin of the Southern

Athletic Association is in
session at the Unversity of North Car-
olina this afternoon and tonight. Fif-
teen colleges and unlverstes are repre-
sented. The convention as called to or- -

taken by a co-ordin- ate branch of the
service, and the statement that I had
no sympathy with any efforts to dis-
parage a distinguished and gallant offi-
cer likewise had no such reference.

Very respectfully,
"NELSON A. MILES,
"Lieutenant General."

General Miles supplemented this let-tr- e

with the following handed to the
secretary today:

"Headquarters of the Army,
"Washington, December 21.

"The Honorable, The Secretary of War.
"Kir: Referring to my note of yes-

terday, and in order that there may be
no misunderstanding I desire to say
that for several years a distinguished
and gallant officer has been assailed by
parties who have endeavored to write
him and other high officials down, un-
til finally, he appealed against such as-
saults to a co-ordin- ate branch of the
government. That co-ordin- ate branch
of the government granted him a court
of inquiry, and, as I understand it, they
unanimously exhonorated him from
such epithets as coward, poltroon, et
cetera, and their opinions were given
to the public for the information of all
citizens. When I said that I had no
sympathy with those who had endeav-
ored to destroy the reputation of a
high officer who, like all other officers,
regards his honor more sacred than
life, I had in mind and referred to those
assaults against which the admiral had
appealed for protection and justification
and certainly not to a co-ordin- ate

branch of the government. I request
that this note be laid before the presi-
dent, and have no objection to it being
made public. Very respectfully,

"NELSON A. MILES,
"Lieutenant General."

The reprimand is contained in the
following letter of Secretary Root to
General Miles:

"War Department,
"Washington, D. C, December 21.

"Sir: By direction of the president, I
communicate to you his conclusions
upon your course In the interview to
which your attention was called by mv
letter of the 19th instant.

"Your explanation of the public state-
ment made by you Is not satisfactory.
You are in error if you suppose that
you have the same right as any other
citizen to express publicly an opinion
regarding official questions pending the
course of military discipline. The es-

tablished and invariable rules of offi-
cial propriety necessary to the effec-
tive discipline of the service Impose
limitations upon the public expressions
of military officers with which your long
experience should have made you fa-
miliar. Your duty is to express your
opinion on official mattera when called
upon by your official superiors or in the
due course of your official reports and
recommendations and not otherwise.
The first article of the regulations gov-
erning the army of the United States
provides:

" 'Deliberations or discussions among
military men conveying praise or cen-
sure, or any mark of approbation, to-
ward others in the military service.

are prohibited."
"This provision has been a part of the

army regualtions for at least half a
century and. the highest obligation to
observe it rests upon the officers whose
high rank should make them example?
to their subordinates. Any other rule
of action in the military service would
be subsersive of discipline. It would not
be tolerated in any officer of whatev-b- e

tolerated in any officer of th whatev-
er ranjk. The present facts are that for
several years there had been unfortu-
nate and bitter controversy in the
navy department a controversy gen-
erally deplored even by the partici-
pants, as tending to bring the service
inio disesteem at home and abroad and
to destroy those relations of mutual
fidence and friendship between naval
officers which the interests of effective
service require. In this controversj
the army had not been involved and no
bar had been raised to that good feel-
ing and frienjdly relation between all
the officers of the navy and all the offi-
cers of the army which is essential to
the successful and harmonious co-o-p

ration of the two services in prepara-
tion and in action. A court if inquiry
has been held on the matters in contro-
versy and a report had been made in
which one member of the court had dis-
sented in some particulars from the
majority, and the report was pending
before reviewing authority. At this
point you. the lieutenant general of the
army, saw fit to make a public expres-
sion, of your opinion as between the
majority and the minority - of the
court, accompanied by a criticism
of the most severe character
which could not fail to be applied
by the generality of readers to the na-
val officers against whose view your
opinion was expressed.

"It is of no consequence on whose
side your opinion was, or what it was
You had no business in the controver-
sy and no right, holding the office
which you did, to express any opinion.
Your conduct was in violation of the
regulation above cited and of the rules
of official propriety; and you are justl)
liable to censure which I now express.

"Very respectfully,
"ELIHU ROOT,

"Secretary of War.
"Lieutenant General Nelson A. Miles,

Headquarters of the Army."
"P. S. Your second letter of explana-

tion, dated today, and received since
the above was written, does not change
the case. The necessity for repeated
explanations but illustrates the impor-
tance of the rule which you have vio-
lated. ELIHU ROOT,

"Secretary of War."
The fact that simultaneously with the

publication of the Miles correspondence,
Secrtary Root gave out a copv of Sec-
retary Long's Order directing that Mac-lay- 's

resignation be requested, taken In

H Dlreetion of I In 1'renident the
(;rnrral i Called " for an Expla-

nation of III Recent Newspaper
Interview on the Subject The
Ourral'ii explanation Xot Reins
SatUfactory to the IVuvern that He

lie In Civrn a Most Scathlnj? Re-

buke Uy the War Secretary for
MetldliuK 1 Matters that df Xot

Concern Htm-T- he 'Affair Cause a
SciiMution In Army and Naval
Circle.

Washington, December 21. A deter-

mination on the part of the administra-
tion absolutely to terminate further
discussion of the Sampson-Schle- y con

troversy took shape in the publication 1

today of some remarkable correspon- - j

dence that has passed between Secre-- j

tary Root and Lieutenant General j

Miles, relative to the latter S interview, i

published in a Cincinnati paper, com- - j

menting upon the Schley case. When j

the interview appeared it attracted j

considerable attention officially, but af- -

icr the lapse of two days without any '

?ign of official action, the conclusion be- -

came general that the interview would
be ignored. Therefov, the publication
this afternoon of the full correspon-

dence on this subject created a sensa-

tion in army and navy circles.
It is seldom so severe a reprimand is

administered to an officer of high rank .

in either service. What the result may
be cannot be foretold, although it is as- -

sumed that General Miles will submit
without further comment.

The nearest parallel to this t.nse of
late years, excluding the incidents con-- i

'
eeted with the celebrated Leef inquiry.

was that of Rear Admiral Richard
Meade, who, upon returning from a
ciuise in Venezuelan waters with the
"White squadron, accorded an interview
tc a New York newspaper, severely crit-
icizing the administration foi Its lack
of vigor in dealing with the Venezuelan
question. The outcome of that case
was the early retirement of the rear
admiral from active service.

That General Mi!?s appreciates the
: ituation is shown by the deep concern
se manifested today and his frequent
visits to the office of Secretary Root.
It was necessary for him to write two
letters to meet the demands of the de-

partment, and even then, there was no
expression of satisfaction on the sec-

retary's part at the second explanation
However, Secretary Root himself re-

gards the incident as closed. At least
he does not propose to take any further
action unless obliged to do so.

The full text of the correspondence
which passed between the secretary of
war and General Miles, follows:

"War Department,
"Washington. December 21.

'Sir: I am instructed by the presi-
dent to call your attention to the in- - :

closed report of an interview with you. .

appearing in the Associated Press
newspapers of Tuesday, December 17th,
?nd to enquire whether the observations
upon the action of a co-ordin- ate branch
of the service, in a matter now pending
n the navy department, were made as

reported, and. if so, to afford you such j

opportunity for explanation in writing
as vou desire. :

"Very respectfully,
"ELIHU ROOT j

"Secretary of War. '

Lieutenant General Miles. Headquar- - ;

ters of the Army." j

The interview referred to by Secre- - !

tary Root was as follows: ;

"Cincinnati, Ohio, December 16. j

General Nelson A. Miles, commanding j

the United States Army arrived here j

today, accompanyed by Mrs. Miles.
They are guests of Mr. and Mrs. Frank
Wiborg, at Clifton. Mrs. Wiborg being
a. relative of Mrs. Miles. In speaking
of the finding of the Schley court of
inquiry. General Miles said:

'I am willing to take the judgment i

of Admiral Dewey in the matter. He j

has been a commander of a fleet and
as such has known the anxieties and j

responsibilities which rest on a man I

under these circumstances. He was in-- j

etrumental In the destruction of one
Spanish fleet, and knows and realizes
the feelings that encompass an officer
under such conditions.

" 'I think Dewey has summed up the
matter In a clear and concise manner,
and I believe his conclusions will be
endorsed by the patriotic people of the
United States. I have no sympathy
vrith the efforts "which have been made
to destroy the honor of an officer under
such circumstances.'

To the secretary's letter. General
Miles made this reply:

"Headquarters of the Army,
"Washington, December 20.

"The Honorable, the Secretary of War.
"Sir: Replying to your note of the

19th Instant, I have the honor to state
that my observation, as substantially
reported had no reference to the action,
pending or otherwise, ot a co-ordin- ate

branch of the service; they were merely
my personal views based upon matters
set forth in various publications which
have been given to the world, and con-
cerning which I conceive there was no
impropriety in expressing an opinion
the same as any other citizen upon a
matter of such public interest.

"My observations were in no sense in-
tended as a criticism of any. action

der bv Dr. Dudley, of Vanderbllt uni
versity.

Charges of violation of the rules ot
the association made aganst the athlet
ic association of some of the institu-
tions represented were referred to the
executive committee. The committee
recommended that the charges against
the Georgia School of Technology and
the University of Nashville be with
drawn: also that Sewanee and Vander-
bllt universities be readmitted to mem
bership in the association. The recom
mendations were adopted.

In regard to a controversy between
the Athletic Associations of Tulane
university and the University of
Louisiana no action was taken.

Several changes in the constitution of
the Southern Inter-Collegia- te Associn-tio- n

were made
The convention is still in session at

10 o'clock tonight.
The most prominent matter before

the convention seems to be the arrange
ment of provisions to prevent profes
sionalism in collge athletics.

Among the colleges ansd universities
represented are Universities of Georgia
Tennessee. Texas. Louisiana and North
Carolina, Mercer. Tulane. Sewanee.
Vanderbllt and Nashville universities.
Georgia and Alabama Polytechnic in-

stitutes and Cumberland and Clemson
colleges. Delegates are for the most
part from the faculties of these insti-
tutions. The convention is more largely
attended than ever before, showing in-

creased interest in college athletics.

POLITICS IX CUBA.

General Mnso Withdraws from the
Presidential Contest.

Havana, December 21. The support-
ers of General Maso in his candidacy
for the presidency of the republic have
decided to take no part In the coming
election, all the candidates of the party
having withdrawn, and the Maso mem
bers of the provincial boards have been
requested to resign. These steps were
dt-cide- d upon after the receipt of a letter
from Governor General Wood, refusing
to grant the party representation on the
board of scrutiny or an extension of
time in which to modify the voting list

At a meeting of the party leaders a
resolution was adopted declaring that
"the central board is a coalition of the
partisans and that General Maso, after
exhausting every means to insure im
partiality, rectitude and justice at the
coming election, has become convinced
that neither in official circles in the
United States nor in Cuba does the in
tention exist to see that the elections
are carried out with sufficient legality
to reflect the real wish of the Cubans,
who are desirous of independence and
pnxious to freely elect their first consti
tutional government."

It was voted to inform Secretary Root
of the decision arrived at and also to
publish a manifesto to the country.

La Lucha records the withdrawal of
the Maso candidates and says that
without the guarantees asked form
Secretary Root, every one knows that
the election will be falsification of the
v. ill of the majoritv. Besides having
the so-call- ed conservatives with him,
Maso is said to have a strong follow
ing among the blacks in the country
districts and it Is intimated In Havana
tonight that this element may not take
kindly to the present condition of things
end may cause trouble. Maso conserv
ative leaders, however, say they have
no. fear.

The Palma organ. The Discussion,
asserts that the withdrawal of Maso's
supporters is due to the fact that they
are a helpless minority and that their
candidates have no chance of being
elected.

A TRAIN'S FEARFUL PLUXGE.

Falls Down a Mountain Side 130 Feet
Three Men Killed.

Nashville. Tenn.. December 2L A
fast freight on the Henderson division
of the Louisville and Nashville railway
while descending the heavy grade be-

tween Ridge Top and Bakers today
lumped the track on a trestle and was
orecioltated 120 feet into the valley,
killing three men and Injuring one.

The dead are: Engineer Fitzgerald.
Liakemen Walter Anderson and John
Kskridge. Conductor Meehan was prob
ably fatally injured. The train is piled
ud in a heap and is a mass ol debris.

A BRUSH WITH DE WET.
British Fifth t His Commando for

Four Hoars Before Their Repulse.

Harrismith. Oranee Rivet Colony.
December 21. The first fbzht in which
General deWet has figured for some
time, it is reported, occurred at Lang-- 1

trie on December 18th. It is consider-r-- J
rather a fiasco in the light of the re-

cent ominous reports regarding the
toted general's rejuvenated commando.
DeWet. with 800 men and two guns,
clashed with Generals Dartnell and
Campbell. After a four hours fight the
Boers drew off. with a loss of four
killed and twenty wounded. The British
l"ss was one killed and fourteen were
rounded.

At a special meeting of the board ofmanagers of the New York produce ex-
change it was decided to close the ex-
change Tuesday, the day before Christ-
mas. - , nIf!

and Expressions af Opinion of the
Majority of the Court lie Decides
AKRtnsf Admiral Dewey on Every
Point Where He Differs With Ills
Assoselates He HearUly Approves
the Heeommendatlon that Xo Far-
ther Aellun in the Mntter be Had.
He Says the Court Could Xot With
Propriety Have Gone Into the
Question of Coinraander-l- n. Chief,

Washington, December 21. Secretarv
Long has disposed flnallv of the Srhie
case so far as the navy department is
concerned, by acting upon the findine.
and conclusions of the court of inquiry.

lie approves the findings of fact and
the opinion of the full court: he ap
proves the majority opinion where there
is a aiirerence in the court; he holds
that the court could not have entered
into a consideration of the question of
command at the battle of Santiago; and
finally he accepts the recommendation
that no further proceedings shall be
had.

The secretary also has declined tha
application of Admiral Sampson's coun.
sel to enter upon an inquiry into the
question of command and has notified
Admiral Schley's counsel of that factas a reason for declining to hear them
on mat point.

Secretary Long's 'approval of the ma-
jority report was as follows:

"The department has read the testi-mony in this case, the arguments ofcounsel at the trial; the court's findings
of fact, opinion and recommendation;the individual memorandum of the pre-
siding member; the statement of excep- -
Hons tO tho sal1 fl nr? I n o--o l
the applicant; the reply to said state-
ment by the Judge advocate of the courtand his assistant, and the brief this day
submitted by counsel for Rear AdmiralSampson, traversing the presiding
member's view as to who was in com-
mand at the battle of Santiago.

"After careful consideration the find-ings of fact and the opinion of the fulloourt Is approved.
"As to the points on which the presiding member differs from the opinionof the majority of the court, the opinionof the majority is approved.
"As to the further expression of hisviews by the same member with regardto the questions of command on themorning of July 3. 1898 and of the titleto credit for the ensuing victory, theconduct of the court in making no find-ing and rendering no opinion on thosequestions Is approved Indeed It couldwith propriety take no other course,

evidence on these questions, during thInquiry, having been excluded by thecourt. .

rr3i?.deia2?ment approves the recom- -
2!. daii011 l lne court n furtherproceedings be had in the premises.

J department records its apprecia-rSf- rt
arduous labors of the who!

"JOHN D. LONG"Secretary of the Navy."
The text of the secretary's letters toAdmiral Sampson's attorneys and toAdmiral Schley follows:

J?aY7 rartment.
"renti?riinst6n- - D C" December 20.view nt

Stiffs? Xto5
cTsear Sffi
Eft th.fhCeedln be d and1?
excluded quesl,on f command waS
com? il TOm ,conslderaUon by

take no irU the hTiet Wh!?t fiIed you be"of Rear Admiral WmiT 8am
"Very respectfully.

"JOHN D. LONG.
"Messrs. Strayton. CampbeSl- -

D' December 20.SirReferring to the deportment'.
vised that action has
! In,o Commenda-
tion of the court of inquiry In your case
Trending member, and a copy ofhewt uch ton:1s
tion. for your informa- -

.r?po.ast to your uest of the5- 1- l?tant. heretofore acknowledged.?a Protest should be filed byRear Admiral Sampson relative to thequestion of command of the
STZ S63 durin th MttleTf sSJ

credit for Vrmin that battle, you be accordedTn?ty to, Pnt. through ySSr
"n argument against Such

K?.te8HTu tre advised that a-brie- f on.subject has this day been filed byMessrs Stayton. Campbell ft ThesJLcounsel for Admiral Sampson.
In view, however, of the depart-ments aproval of the recommendationof the court of inquiry that no furtherproceedings be had. and of the far ,

the QUeStlnn nf eimman4 - mifiiiiis-- wm sss a m w n rw snw
from consideration by the court, soaction will be taken upon said brief,and reply to that effect (copy enclooecihas this day been made to counsel forAdmiral Sampson.

--A copy of the report of the Judre. ad-vocate of the court and his assistant,upon your communication of the ltthinstant, objecting to the approval ttthe findings of the court. Is also here-with --transmitted. -
"Very respectfully.

. : "JOHN D. LONG.- " "Secretary.
"Rear Admiral wilfleld S. Schley, -- XT.

S. N-- retired." .
;

When seen at his hotel this afterns
(Coatinoed en Fifth"race. .' ' "
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